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Education and National Economic Stability

On Vocational Education and the Future of Thai Industrial Sector

Rajamangala Institute of Technology
Krungthep on 11 June 2015 held a seminar on
“Education and National Economic Stability:
Vocational Education and the Future of
Thai Industrial Sector”. The seminar was inspired
by important information revealed in an
individual study titled “Education System and
National Economic Stability” by Dr. Sathit
Puttachaiyong, President of Rajamangala
Institute of Technology Krungthep as part of
the Advanced National Security Management
Course Class 5 of the National Defence
College. This seminar, attended by experts
from both education and industrial sectors,
was aimed at brainstorming on how to solve
problems related to producing graduates that
best meet industry needs, a real challenge
that the public and private sectors have
encountered for years.

Rajamangala Institute of Technology
Krungthep on 11 June 2015 held a seminar
on “Education and National Economic Stabil-
ity: Vocational Education and the Future of
Thai Industrial Sector”. This seminar was aimed
at brainstorming on how to solve problems
related to producing graduates that best meet
industry needs, a real challenge that the public

and private sectors have encountered for years.

New concept

“Conceptualized by industry, production by

colleges, all under mutual responsibility”
The vibrant seminar started with

Dr. Akanit Klangsaeng, Deputy Secretary Gen-

eral of the Vocational Education Commission

presenting the overall situation. He said that

in the past 4-5 years, the number of students

enrolling into vocational colleges has been
continuously decreasing but slightly improved
last year due to ongoing image building campaign
that plans the idea that “vocational education
builds the nation’s future”.

Dr. Akanit pointed out that mismatch
between demand and supply, both in terms
of quantity and quality, as the main problem
in Thailand’s vocational education. In fine
tuning the demand and supply sides of the
labour market, the Vocational Education
Commission (VEC) has therefore changed its
educational management focus and estab-
lished a joint public-private sub-committee to
coordinate between the government, educational
institute and the industrial sectors and
study industry’s needs on specific skills and
qualifications as well as number of graduates.
The move is aimed at supporting education re-
form where private sector is involved in telling
educational institutes what skills they need.

Dr. Akanit said, “It has been two full years
that vocational education has been transforming.
We produce people with new skills to better
address new industry demand. We start to see
good result from this change. The sub-committee
wants to see more graduates from bilateral
cooperation curriculum that has been tailor
made to directly serve specific industry’s need.
In such courses, students learn basic skills and
life skills in class and later have hands-on
experience in the workplace coached by
professionals in the workplace. This equips
students with real-world knowledge, under-
standing and relevant skills. We plan to increase
the number of graduates from such courses
in the future.”
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Vocational graduate brings the country

out of middle-income trap

Khun Thavorn Chalatsathien, Vice President,
the Federation of Thai Industry, next presented
the overall picture of Thai industrial sector.
One of the main national challenges is that the
government wanted to get out of the middle-
income-trap and flat growth to become a high-
income country. To achieve this goal, Thailand
has to be able to create own innovation,
technology, productivity and added-value,
which can only be achieved by having a large
pool of good human resource.

“To become a high-income country,
we need to have a large pool of skilled labour
with high technical skills, people who can
actually produce goods that work. We don’t
need people who work in the office. This explains
why vocational education is necessary. We have
to reframe the way we think. So far, Thailand
sticks too much with certificates and degree,
which is a virtual world, not a reality world.
People learn in class but rarely have hands-on
experience, which is far different from graduates
from vocational colleges.”

Khun Thavorn cited Germany and
Japan as good examples, both countries have
structured their education in such a way that
students have great opportunity to have
hands-on experience being trained in actual

INSIEE
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workplace. This has enabled the graduates
to have good knowledge, understanding and
the real skills need by the real business world.

Teachers - the weakest link

Assoc. Prof. Yongyuth Chalaemwong,
Advisor to the Industrial Economics Office and
Research Director of Labour Development Pro-
ject at Thailand Development Research Institute
also shared his research findings. He said that six
major changes in the world in the future included
technology, weather, international economic
cooperation, population structure, culture and

politics.

In the time where digital technology drives all
social and economic development, a country
needs a different body of knowledge and labour
with specific quality. To achieve this goal, we
have to make change first in “teachers”.

“If we want to have high quality gradu-
ates, we need to have high quality teachers too.
We need teachers with high skill and expertise.
Rajamangala Institute of Technology would be
able to help train more teachers with technical
and vocational skills. Good graduates need good
teachers for sure. Teachers have to receive good
remuneration to keep the job attractive enough.
Career path has to be set so as to show young
people that their future is bright,” he said.

The time has come for vocational education

Despite structural problem that has been
deep rooted for a long time, Assoc. Prof. Jeeradet
Usawat, Chairman of the Education Committee,
Thai Chamber of Commerce, pointed out that
the government to increase loans for vocational
students and vocational institutes to create more
attractive curriculum with creative names that
attract students. He recommended institutes
to prepare modern curriculum that is flexible
and best address current market demand,
such as chef, bakery, animation, application
development, doctor assistant, dentist
assistants, etc. This will contribute a lot to
the new image of vocational education and
training. At the same time, vocational institutes
will have to train their graduates for both
vocational skills and entrepreneurial mind so
as to help them start up their own businesses.

Information and communication
technology should be deployed in teaching
to ensure pleasant and fun learning environment.
Teachers’ roles must be changed from teaching
to coaching and more discussion to encourage
experience sharing in class should be promoted.
Institutes should provide guarantee on
graduates’ qualification by having inter-
national standard competency assessment,
which increases opportunity for Thai vocational
graduates to work abroad.

“The world changes quickly. One skill
that is highly in need today would no longer valid
in the next five years. We also need to allow for
people with outdated skills to be retrained and
promote lifelong learning. If we can do so, we will
have more flexible labour pool. People will be
more interested in taking vocational education.
In the past few years, Thai vocational education
has progressed well with more cooperation
from the business sector. Bilateral cooperation



and agreement have been made. This provides
students with greater opportunity to learn in
the actual work place. Institutions can also
supply graduate with the right skills needed by
the private sectors. Vocational graduates instantly
get employment once they step out of college.
This is what university education cannot offer.
Vocational education institutions are on the right

track,” said Dr. Jeeradet.

The New Face of Vocational Education
High value, high price

Dr. Sathit Putthachaiyong, President
of the Rajamangala University of Technology
Krungthep, wrapped up the session well.
He pointed out the imbalance between supply
and demand resulted in the fact that tens of
thousands of new graduates being unemployed
while industry suffers lack of labour.

Interesting statistics might be the best
to explain why. From 2009-2012, the number of
vocational and high vocational students enrolled
in agriculture, travel and tourism and home
economics is very low while 75% of the
students went to business administration,
management and humanity. Ironically, Thai-
land is an agricultural country and tourism and
travel is the major source of income of the
country. Moreover, Thailand has a goal to
become “the kitchen of the world”. And, af-
ter graduation, most of them continue further
to obtain bachelor’s degree, leaving only half
of the graduates entering into the labour market.

The most important task here is, perhaps,
to eliminate public perception that vocational
education is not as good as mainstream
education and that vocational students are
hooligans. Dr. Sathit reiterated that if the
government was serious about educational

reform, the government has to take real

action, increasing budget and adding more
teachers to vocational schools. At the same time,
vocational institutes have to make change fast
to better address the changing environment.
“In simple words, vocational institutes
have to “sell students”. In the past, we thought
that students were our customers. In fact, they
are our raw materials. We have to shape, train
and coach them to make them our valuable
products. We now have to sell them, at a better
price. In China, some colleges offer bachelor’s
course in car audio system, auto modification
and even how to present fashion items on cat-
walk. These are new courses driven by market

needs. In Thailand, we cannot stay in our comfort

zone anymore in order to compete successfully.
Educational institutes will have to adjust,
move fast to catch up with presented oppor-
tunity. Teachers will have to open their mind
and perception and make relevant changes,”
said Dr. Sathit.

To strengthen national economic security,
vocational education plays an important role
in this picture as it contributes largely to the
production of high quality human resources
for the industrial and production sectors.
Once industrial and production sectors are
healthy, the country’s competitiveness and

economic stability will be enhanced. ¢ ¢ ¢

Dr. Akanit Klangsaeng
Deputy Secretary General of the Vocational
Education Commission

“It has been two full years that vocational
education has been transforming. We produce
people with new skills to better address new
industry demand.

Thavorn Chalatsathien

Vice President, the Federation of Thai Industry
“To become a high-income country, we

need to have a large pool of skilled labour with

high technical skills, people who can actually

produce goods that work.”

Assoc. Prof. Yongyuth Chalaemwong
Adbvisor to the Industrial Economics Office and
Research Director of Labour Development
Project at Thailand Development Research
Institute

“If we want to have high quality
graduates, we need to have high quality
teachers too. We need teachers with high skill
and expertise.”

Assoc. Prof. Jeeradet Usawat

Chairman of the Education Committee, Thai
Chamber of Commerce

Director, Mitrpol Co., Ltd.

“In the past few years, Thai vocational
education has progressed well with more
cooperation from the business sector. Bilateral
cooperation and agreement have been made.
This provides students with greater opportunity
to learn in the actual work place. Vocational
graduates instantly get employment once they
step out of college. This is what university
education cannot offer. Vocational education

institutions are on the right track.”

Dr. Sathit Putthachaiyong
President of the Rajamangala University of
Technology Krungthep

«

“Vocational institutes have to “sell
students. In the past, we thought that students
were our customers. ... We now have to sell

them, at a better price.”

NemmE
23




UTW ALUMNI

24

INSIEE

o Cd

Aadnt Alumni afiuil azwmaviiu
livinauidniy “UNLTIUNS 51T UA
WD “ADALHI JUNUBIWINITITNITITHIAA

4 - o -
nanw AiisaumsAnsluldlaiuu udd
AHSN mwgﬂﬁum'au%ﬁ%méh WA

agnaziinilasy sulnafianufinmih e

[
v o =1

" o . y 4
TdlFidanan i ldvihenaddndugunauil

Inside UTK : wal#drauuzirealidau
Inside UTK '16i33n
AMUNY @ T UNU UATU WIBWEIIUNG

T

Inside UTK : 2t4efiTaunsnusnangamn
-2 1
Anwaganzasls

= a =l a &
AN : HaFBUA B ITINAlUladnIRNRA
anzIngeansnazinaluladasy aunns

AnENANIAILATNTANE 2554

“U18sduNns SISUNUNAM”
AvdgIN1aavadsinAalulagniswuw

Inside UTK : #in'ludsdaniSauaiaiia
alulagnisnaw

4‘ A a 491 a
ATULHY @ NNNLRDNLIUURIVIU FNWINSHHNAN

9

A a a &= A A W v )
IFedeRniiduaniazaglduiu annsald
o @ A A A A
nuldnngeade LazudIRNRARIUAL
gusanawaesaallluaududug 1d

a [
anaIy

Inside UTK : ﬂazgﬂuﬂiznaumﬁwaﬂi
AN ﬂaﬂﬁuwmﬂuwﬁﬂmuagﬁﬁw

DNSUNSNIUAILDUAWLRTTY 3110 (NHTU)

[
A A

vinludinvasdauns Anainieldunis

ﬂi:mmmﬁ’ugﬂﬁwLLainaﬁuﬁﬂ%’u

Inside UTK : &971 latSauniainisaiinaslsun
U5ulFlunrsrinenlating

° & A v P
anunu - wuthdszaunsainldainnsou
wUSulEnunisvineunldwaziasasy vinlA
NNEANNEAN UG B LITINAGUIUNITIIIU

NIANAMBUIZEIUIIY NITVIIIUSTINAY



‘ ‘ o v o ~ = o
NS IIBLEEUSe A ANASYIIU
AINTUANDUTA DI I IR LS MINAILAN
e nududunaunInuiulyld aunazlsy

d’ o e d’
VAEBNITNINIUA TN IUN 1T YDIIT1H N

ADLADATL , ,

o

AULEETY) UBNAINHIIAINITANNT VNG
a = a 1 4‘ U =
MOININ uazinaianneg Aldannsisan
nwaunazdszgnd lElunravineuld

NNaEInTL

Inside UTK : anuiszvivlanfiaanniinaas
waluladsrueaangann
amunn : avaziduiiavuasanunwu
TN I9TUN Jutlas uaziaug luanzn wania
1 > dlql =1 L
agauatuuuuitas wniaunsauad
o o AL - o qy 4
Weaadu arnnsanazdinsnuldnnizas
Tda1azidunisiSounsalsasd1udl was
I 1 < o L%
anasdnnviulusnanfazassuuzin s

PAARAUNANEARDAATU

Inside UTK : waaaavlunisiSaulddszay
AMNASA
= > = 1
anuny : aanaulunaSoulddezlsuin
a5y waLdunsidwasSauldatane
o 1 & > 1 > )
wazyinudsaransdidunan Iaadiuandn
Y a ' = & al
aud binsianiengegvinlus anfazasladen
aalarineudea1ansdliasy wadinuniu

UNSEuNauFaUATU

$18n

GRITE

Inside UTK : #anLnausn bsn1svine1uliadisa

anuuu : MIvheuliduiafe muazvineu

ANNTUADUNAILDIININ LS WINAIUAN

v
a o

Tadndudusaua nwewlyla anfas

Y5 RYUNITHIIUA NI IUAITDIVD S

NUNADIAanTU

Inside UTK : NMMWaNBI229tinANE1510N9aa
a <
ﬂ'gqmwvnamﬂmuluamﬂﬂ
AMAUNY NNBENNLRUTNAN®IAINT
° PPy a
NTHIAANNAY mmwgw"tmmmswﬂu
lddsznaufanisvesauiasuasdssay
ANNdNIAAsy
Inside UTK : aaﬁaﬂ'ma:chnﬁai:uﬁmﬁﬁ'l A9
= 1
fnwnat
anuN : wuasnlitiasg adlateu vdu
U U a U ; dl o
iFausSauldainane WWaresgauuay

[

s < o =8 dld
219198 LudnANENaaTY

d11te99 aulnussndszauainu

[
o B @

dnFanalun1s3aunazn1svineiun Naog
g‘j = 1 a K QIJ =
AlAANHILA NI ULAT VT URNULNDTATH
WULBENITUNDBININLT Inside UTK #3930
Uszauni1soidg ainaaanyt Alumni @
1 U Y a o a
azgaalidovglusetuaialalunisian

> o < 1
waznuiuaNaTanell
RE XC ¢

NemmE
25




UTiC

TIPS @ TRICKS

e‘\o'\Sé

26

pagh ASSEOTLA

NSIBE

AINNHAIU

[ [ '

“PannuAIL” VW uFuanwainand

o

ﬂmu%fﬂ"ua\muﬁ’ﬂaﬂ LasNIIHNdUNDN

o @ {

Q%mﬂﬁudﬁu VLsJVLé’QﬂammLmﬁmaﬁ’N
mﬂmaLLﬁ\‘imw%’mﬁauqumﬁu%mﬂﬁfu
aannratudadunanlduaniaunan
dulngdnaznauldnuiNawsnInINSNLAS

P = Y ! A w
anududnaaunissniulaniasig andae
Tips & Tricks A9gilatiaua “aan

Qﬁa"lﬂﬂizﬁ@"l‘lﬂa?" FIUDNAINAZHAIINUN

aunani

Gl 3 i 1 an
WA 1 LHAS 1 A
NITEANWET LUBSNANY
(Fonlazan) 2 LW

(@wmTurinaanan )

NITAIBRT LUASNAY

GIEIe) 1 WHW

aaLdien 1was 22 2 1Hu

aaLded was 24 4 1du

AU LWwas 22 2 L@

Alaasvasda 1 WU
(FRSUYNAUULLL
aanuazly)

aulauan Q’QLﬂuSﬂwﬁ\amaLﬁaﬂﬁm%’u%ﬁ

¥ | v Adl 1
dagnisanaudanlya wazdaisan laung

o A ! ! 9/4‘ YV 2"
memmqmmm\ﬂamaaﬂmu wnanannu

'
vy

é’\ﬁmmmﬁwLﬂum%wm%uﬁm%’uawmmmi
. il Sl A o A e s

fseldimnandnniemiledie  G93svinana
azpdudaudnidntios uanldainiiuaas
FINITOLUUOU DIWTONWED LIINITNYIN

W3aNY NuLag

< (4
NIAANST
wWaasmnddden
= <~ a o s v = v
azifgunIaAuae (fnSudundunanld)
N33bNIFAAIN

n3slnsdanszany

a o s

HAAGNLABT




3891 udsaandlu 2 dau aeil 4. wendaueanfionnliludion 3 s (sURAlauazwae (Ing)

- ' o vq ua - =l Y] A A A o g w oa &
ﬂ%ﬂﬂ%ﬂ'}‘iLﬂ‘iﬂNﬂﬂ%ﬂ‘ixﬂfl_l(ﬂﬂ"LN 1ﬂ1mﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ@lxtﬂﬂﬂ3~l'J%Tlﬂﬂ'lilﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂllﬂﬂﬂ LWP)TI']sL'ﬁLﬂ@'Iﬂ']’]NWﬂ'JMLT‘i']

1. hdhaeduasaannaiiugl saswnedsralilil aAaeaan WNAaN MY (AR1sarnlALuiagvsa v unnenslava)

- guala PYUAAINNTN 6 H2 1 @u (NAUABNTUUEN) 5. ihnsslnseaaln aaalndrMaandn 3 dwiring AU waim
% . 3 = z G o . e o o

- guinead  aweanEniNe 5 i 1 I (nAuaanduly) nmanfindaaiunduaansidaladuau 5 au lasifinazdosdiansinatsues

- suUnduidns wwende/em 1.5x45 W 1 3w naveanld wazdodlFiananulaveosniu anduaealadlden wos 24 aaniilu

- siveesh  wweniw/en 1.5x45 41 1 A 2 @ MWnawfindaaassnarsuedluld (an) lagl#areiuoanannlauaadlulsd

- gululd PURAS9/8717 2.5 x 3.5 H 1 Tu waanas uwazgavinehaediden wed 22 mamawing wdldluld (ng)

- gululd PURn39/a1 3 x 45 8 1 Tu fAnfaanuagaln (Exaw) wauily (8n) nvhludsduiaiaEouiosuan

TFawasdamunining o lWlfdudusuulunisviaanld sdaznavnwiiugaly lealdvosundidudadanaligiEaudantedn
2. hdunuuil@mneasuunszaeaiesen i laagdialauazgiveain

n . o X o
Measuunszasadnnrey dugdnduides luliinwaessne Neasuunszany

oA Y qu @ - v o o X
BREISTHE] 7-1']ﬂ%usl.ﬂiﬂ'iﬁvtﬂ'i@]ﬂ@l'lNﬁi‘)ﬂ“{l'}!’]ﬂl’](ﬂ’]}l'ﬂ'l%’]% A

- guala 10 3u
- Eﬂwﬂﬂﬁ (Iw»n) 10 3u
- Eﬂnﬁmﬁq{m 3 &
= :.sﬂwam&"l (@n) 2 @
- sululd 8 3w
- sululd 2 3w

o A o ' a & va O
3 mﬂ‘i:mﬂmwmmﬂu‘gﬂmm HIDANWIHU AMNUUADEE) VLN 1&siana

v o a @ f = v a A v
FONYWUANTTATHAT (AINTWEAIBET) Aal3 10 U7 LAIAANITATBEID AN ennl#

2
adad

s as a v oo = &
LN ’Jﬁ%ﬂxﬂﬁiﬁﬂ‘ix(ﬂ’]‘ﬂﬂ’]I.ﬂﬂL‘ﬂ%ﬂ’]ﬂLﬂ%‘i’J‘l’lﬂ’Jﬂﬂqﬂﬂﬂﬂ%

Juaannisdsznavaanls 5. Tupauganiie iWosunidida i

1. drfudunudauiudn iinaldiuuny
w
apaman bl
2. sihndueanldgdneaiia (Ing) ninn
1 e > @ W = U 1& U >
aufindaanuaagn laamsdaazdaslafadaunu
luseng lufienadeanu aulledieddn auasy
x . Aew B oo
10 BUATHATHIUTIAANINGLAR T
3. dhndauaanldgiialaninaanding
_— o oo 2
LEIRALUULAEINUAL da 2. auAsy 10 T ueA
W v A Aa a = 1 -y @
gadlfnduniiaiadenafeagfaiu 5 Fugarine
o iy .
WWaazansasa lananuwldanatay
- o = s A
4. UWINAULRENLAZHEAWT (LaN) HIAATII U

a0

UDIFIREN LHLALTAL HALNUALATUAIUIU

” . 2 .
sauftuassaanldl TasiSuainlauldsruassaan
v a oA & o A a v w
auldszdunwainanz antuihreluiesanling?
A o e w v qa ' @ A o= -
HAATUaMY L ldesunilWnaiiuseaziden

et o .
l#5auses udwaianuysal

INleoeE

27




uh1dne1auinaluladgstsuunansuinw
VOIBYSOUNISIIVIVUIJ BUN2UWS:S18NIU

AUIROWSIINWSAUSBAMY ASIWUSUSIBNUS

RAJAMANGALA UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY KRUNGTHEP

2 AurnAw 2558 /2" August 2015

fu un1dSne1auinalulagisrsuvnansainw
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Mini Marathon 10.5 km.

Micro Marathon 5. km.
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Organized by Shutter Running
www.ShutterRunning.com



