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Abstract

The rapid growth of the bioethanol industry made the large aviability of ethanol
in the domestic market. Ethanol as a valuable feedstock for synthesis various high
value chemicals, especially non-toxic solvent as ethyl lactate. The optimum condition
of the esterification between ethanol and lactic acid was studied by using H,504 as a
catalyst at constant 70 °C. The amount of ester were quantified by internal standard
method. The results showed that at the molar ratio of ethanol to lactic acid 4.2, 2%
(v/v) of Hy504, 120 min gave the largest yield ethyl lactate 97.32 % (V/V).
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