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Abstract

This study investigated the differences between learning strategies in both Japanese and
English, and identifying the strategies used by Japanese and English learners. This research
was conducted at the Rajamangala University of Technology Krungthep. The target population
consisted of sixty Japanese majors enrolled in the first semester of the 2013 academic year. The
participants responded to a questionnaire with 10 open-ended questions, 10 semi-interview
questions, and an article in English and Japanese. The data were then collected and analyzed.
The findings revealed that students used social media in language leaning, e.g. YouTube,
Facebook, and Twitter, when searching for new vocabulary. It was also found that many
students used direct strategies, such as asking a friend, or discovering a new word on their
smart phones, and indirect strétegies, such as practicing their skills online. The students also
used social strategies, such as asking a teacher, a friend, or a native speaker for assistance.
The students used effective strategies when reading the article in a group, like working in a
pleasant environment and sharing ideas. Such effective strategies may encourage students to
enjoy reading more. This research focused on receptive processes, including listening, reading,
and vocabulary acquisition. Therefore, the result of the use of these strategies in both
languages was identical. A number of guidelines and suggestions may be provided by the
results of this study, and could help English and Japanese teachers to instruct students about

the use of different strategies in language learning.

Key words: Learning Strategies, English language, Japanese language
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