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‘Abstract

The main purpose of this research is to study the maintenance of the identity of
Lao ethnic group in Ban Tab Klaiy, Ban Rai District, Uthaithani Province in the context of
community development. This study also involved an understanding the factors which
influences the maintenance and the lost of the identity of the community, including the
socialized process to make people realized their identity.

The methodology of this research is based on a documentary research, in-dept
interview and field work which includes participant observation. The Key informants of
this research are Lao cultural experts.

The result of a study reveals that Ban Tab Klaiy, Ban Rai District, Uthaithani
Province is one of Lao ethnic long-history communities. The traditional of the
community which shows the Lao ethnic identity are the banquet for the spirit of
villagers” ancestor, showing the sacred flag during Songkran Festival and offering the
flowers to the monks during Kao Pansa period. The important factors which influence
the maintenance identity of the community are the abbot, the cultural experts in the
community, the government officers and the researchers in the university. In addition,
the important factors which influence the lost of identity of the community are the
adoption of the economic crop productions and the expanding tourism. Despite the
development leads to various changes in the community, but the consciousness of the
identity of Lao ethnic group does not change. Villagers has tried to maintain and impart
their cultural identity to the people within the community through various activities. This
can be seen in the organizing Chulakathin Festival, recounting the history of the
community occasionally, displaying the archeological meterials and socializing through

the activities in the school.
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