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Abstract

Factors influencing the participation of local communities in Ecotourism management

located in the Mae Klong River, Ratchaburi Province

Research committees : Miss Benja Junton
Mrs. Prachoomporn Rangsiwong
Mr.Pongrapee Srisawat
Office : Rajamangala University of Technology Krungthep

Period of research conducting : 2004

The objectives of this research were to study both participation of local communities
in Ecotourism management around the banks of the Mae Klong River, Ratchaburi Province and
related factors, i.e. age, gender, status, education, occupation, income, knowledge, attitude,
perception of information and participation of local communities in Ecotourism management.
The areas of observation were some districts located on the Mae Klong River banks : namely
Mueng Ratchaburi, Ban Pong, Photharam, Damnoen Saduak, and Wat Phleng. Moreover, the
samples were selected from the community leaders, tourism service providers, food and products
entrepreneurs, and local population, by multi-stage sampling method. In addition, 417 samples
were collected using questionnaires, questionnaires with interview and structure interview. All
data obtained were statistically analyzed using a computer software package via frequency
distribution, percentage, mean, maximum and minimum value, standard deviation and Pearson’s
product moment correlation coefficient (r).

The results showed that the participation of local communities among leaders were
policy construction and implementation, whereas the entrepreneurs and local population
voluntarily devoted in such activities focusing on tourism development. According to the test of
hypothesis at 95% confidence interval, the perception of information and knowledge on
Ecotourism as well as age had the strong influences upon the participation of Ecotourism

management, significantly at 0.05 level.
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