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Abstract

Critical thinking is an essential skill for students in Home Economics. The purpose of
this study was to develop an instructional model of content-dependent critical thinking skills for
students in Home Economics in Rajamangala University of Technology Krungthep. A practical
action research was done employed. The research procedure consisted of 2 phases; using students’
reflections from the first phase to follow up the critical thinking skill in the second phase. Students
in Home Economics — Art and Craft Business. The results were purposively selected as the
sample for this study. Triangulation of methods were used to obtain holistic and in-depth
information on the learning situations and outcomes. Data were analyzed quantitatively as well

as qualitatively.

The findings revealed that critical thinking skill of the participating students was
significantly gained. Further assessment and students’ reflections indicated that: 1) the
knowledge content could support other education subjects and be applicable to real-life
situations; 2) the content was up to date; 3) the learning activities highly motivated thinking
and problem-solving skills; 4) the learning assessment techniques were accordant to the course
objectives; 5) the students demonstrated a desirable systematic and reasoning skill; 6) the
students valued “home economics research and special project in art and craft”; 7) the students
gained a fruitful experience on a student-centered approach in teaching of thinking skills; and 8)

practical value of thinking and problem-solving skills were realized by the students.

The proposed instructional model of critical thinking skills for students in Home
Economics consisted of internal and external factors. Critical thinking process and model of
thinking were two essential components of the internal factors. Two components of the external
factors were identified, namely, the input and the classroom process. The input component
consisted of teacher’s supportive nature and teaching behaviors, energetic characteristics of
students, and suitable content for developing thinking skills. The desirable classroom process
consists of: teacher and research advisor as facilitator, students as active participants, motivating
and practical thinking practices, relaxing and enhancing classroom atmosphere, integrated
assessment techniques administered through participative activities, series of Home Economics

research and special project in art and craft assignments.
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(n=35)
seduAwAAETY (A1)
donnu ; . -
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w?ﬂmiﬁ'uuiuszﬁuﬁqaﬁu 12 2 < : sl A2
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o
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2619303
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16 MsueLINeTUMIEALA USSR LIS o 5 19 10 1 380 719
17. wnasduadmdeyadzanmnzau 1 6 8 7 286 912
18. nanlunmsUfiaauitelianumuizdu 1 5 15 12 274 886
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